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and repurchased by Cosimo -I, and are now in the Gem Room
of the Uffizi Gallery.14

One of the statues taken from the Medici Palace was made
to serve as a monument of this casting forth by Florence, in
ignominy and ruin, of the family which had so long made
that city's greatness. The Signoria took from amongst the
plundered works of art the bronze statue of Judith slaying
Holof ernes, executed by Donatello for Cosimo Pater Patriae,
which had always stood in the centre of the cortile of the
palace, and set it up in front of the Palazzo della Signoria,
engraving an inscription round its base declaring it set up "as
a warning to all who should think to tyrannise over Flor-
ence." 15 The inscription was a fine-sounding one, and helped
(as was intended) to justify the action of those who had cast
forth Pietro and his family, because he had been unable to
protect Florence from a foreign aggression with which they
'themselves were just as little able to cope. But it gave no real
picture of the case. Pietro had in no sense tyrannised over
Florence; he had not the power to do so, and he never com-
mitted any act which showed that he even had the wish. All
that he had done was to offend her republican sentiments by
what the citizens called a haughty demeanour. In after years,
when a real tyrant came to rule over them, they were to find
by most bitter experience how very different a thing "tyr-
anny " was from the matters, chiefly of mere outward be-
haviour, which had called forth their complaints against the
son of Lorenzo the Magnificent. When, with their Signoria
abolished, they groaned under the tyranny of Cosimo I, with
the utmost joy would they have welcomed back the free and
untrammelled existence which they had enjoyed under the
rule of Pietro the Unfortunate.

The members of the family who were thus hurriedly driven
forth from Florence were .tie three brothers, Pietro (then
twenty-three), Giovanni (eighteen), and Giuliano (fifteen),
with their first cousin, Giulio (sixteen):16 also Pietro's wife,
Alfonsina, and their two infant children/ Lorenzo and